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G E T  I N  T O U C H

We would be delighted to receive 
your feedback and If you would like 
to contribute or advertise in 
The Spark, please get in touch 
with Jackie Bristow at 
jpbristowbristow@gmail.com by 
the 14th of June 2024 for inclusion in 
the July/August issue.  
T: 01963 361753 – Many thanks!

to the launch issue of The Spark Magazine May/June 2024 Issue 1

T his is an exciting project and our 
aim is to inform our residents of 
as much information as we can 

to support the village of Sparkford and 
to encourage people to get involved 
locally. It is so important to keep 
connected and any participation will be 
very welcome.

There are many events happening 
in 2024 in and around the village and 
we would really like to hear from you 
if you have organised a special event 
so that we can publish it in the July/
August issue – Deadline 14 June 2024.

Summer is a special time and there 
are several new businesses in the area 
including an off-grid organic farm! 
This is a wonderful addition to the 
village and they offer organic fresh 
vegetables which can be ordered and 
delivered.

If you are thinking of a new easy 
recipe for supper, we have a lovely, 
tasty chicken dish which can be cooked 
in just half an hour (or when it has 
browned)! See Page 24. There is also a 
Sudoku Competition for you to enter 
to win a delicious dinner for 2 at The 
White Post, Rimpton.

We would really like to thank all 
our advertisers for supporting The 
Spark Magazine without whom this 
publication would not have been 

Welcome

possible. Also many thanks to Victoria 
Osborne (Graphic Designer) who has 
kindly helped produce this magazine 
Also to Bishop’s Printers Ltd., 
Portsmouth.
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S PA R K F O R D  PA R I S H  C O U N C I L  

www.sparkford.org

Chairman: 
Mr Larry Piper
Long Hazel Farm, High Street, Sparkford, 
Somerset, BA22 7JH
01963 441731 (daytime) 
larry.piper@pipertrimmers.co.uk

Councillors: 
Mr David Hazel 
davidhazel80@btinternet.com
Mr Andrew Quick 
Andrew.quick2020@gmail.com
Mr Ken Flood 
kflood1612@hotmail.com
Mr Duke Westwood 
duke.sd.westwood@gmail.com
Mr Richard Squires 
Richardsquires51@gmail.com

Vice Chairman: 
Mr Trevor Tuck
trevorctuck@gmail.com

Clerk:
Mrs Lisa Davis
Meadow View, Church Road, Sparkford, 
BA22 7JZ
sparkford.clerk@gmail.com

Somerset Councillors:
Mr Henry Hobhouse
No. 1 The Courtyard, North Cadbury, BA22 7DT
07970 867108
henry.hobhouse@southsomerset.gov.uk
Mr Kevin Messenger
kevin.messenger@somerset.gov.uk
07969 150646
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at the Sparkford Village Hall

Mondays 9am-12pm

‘O’ Gauge Trains 
Would welcome new members! 
Contact: Bob Harris 
01963 440167

Parish Council Meetings:  
1st Monday of every month

Monday & Tuesday Evenings (Term time)

Beavers / Cubs / Scouts

Wednesdays

Art 2pm – 4.30pm 
Contact: George Lawson 
01963 440551

Yoga 6.30pm – 7.30pm 
Contact: jayajacks21@gmail.com

Thursdays

Explorers
Somerset Mobile Library 
Village Hall Carpark 
Thursday 9th May & 
Thursday 6th June

M A K E  A  B O O K I N G

If you would like to book the hall (£4 per Hour) or need further information, 
please contact Victoria Rogers, Bookings Secretary on 01963 440475

What’s on

Fridays

Bingo 
Every 2nd Friday of the month

Various days

Fitness & Boxing 
Please contact: Gemma Ruegg 
0788 031 1969

Image by rawpixel.com on Freepik
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Unfortunately, the upright stone sign 
for Sparkford was damaged last year.

However, the Parish Council have 
confirmed that this sign is going 
to be replaced by  another stone 
sign manufactured by Hadspen 
Quarry, Castle Cary, Somerset in 
the near future!

We are a small friendly family-run business based 
in Sparkford, near Yeovil.
We supply top quality produce from beautiful 
plants in April, to magical Christmas trees and 
wreaths in December.
We aim to sell only the best to our customers.
We are open every day except Tuesdays throughout 
the main plant season between mid-April to early 
July. Our opening times are as follows:

MONDAY – 10AM-5PM FRIDAY – 10AM-5PM

TUESDAYS - CLOSED SATURDAY – 10AM-5PM

WEDNESDAY – 10AM-5PM  SUNDAY – 10AM–5PM

THURSDAY – 10AM-5PM 

New sign for 
Sparkford

Vale of Camelot Growers

Hadspen Quarry Ltd
Grove Farm Quarry, 
Lime Kiln Ln, 
Castle Cary BA7 7NX

For more information: Vale of Camelot Growers, Sparkford, Yeovil BA22 7JR                         
            07969 372979  *  info@valeofcamelotgrowers.co.uk
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22/01598/OUT Outline application with all matters reserved except for access for the creation 
of commercial buildings under Use Class B2 and B8. Land South Of High Street Sparkford

22/01331/OUT Outline application with all matters reserved for the redevelopment of 
the brownfield site, Dairy House Yard, adjacent to the Haynes Motor Museum to create 
commercial employment space (Use Classes E (a,b,c,d and g), B2 and B8) to support and 
enhance the activities of the adjoining Haynes Motor Museum. Land At Dairy House Yard 
Cary Road Sparkford

22/00991/COL Application for a certificate of lawfulness for the existing use of building as a 
residential dwelling. Sparkford Hall Equestrian Centre Rear Of Sparkford Hall Sparkford Road 
Sparkford 

22/00259/OUT Outline planning application for the development of up to 45 residential 
units, a 60 bed care home, open space, play space, associated infrastructure (including works 
to the public highway, swales and a surface water pond), access, parking, servicing and 
landscaping. All matters reserved except for access. Land Opposite Hazelgrove Lodge High 
Street Sparkford

22/00243/OUT Outline application for demolition of existing structures and development 
of three Drive Thru units associated parking, servicing, landscaping and infrastructure. All 
matters reserved except access. Land Opposite Hazelgrove Lodge High Street Sparkford

21/01615/REM Reserved matters application of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, 
following outline approval 17/04916/OUT for the erection of 4 No. dwellings and construction 
of vehicular access thereto. Land Adjacent Fletcher Moss Sparkford Hill Lane Sparkford

21/01617/REM Reserved matters application of appearance, landscaping, layout and scale, 
following outline approval 18/03536/OUT for the erection of 2 No. dwellings and construction 
of vehicular access thereto. Land Adjacent Fletcher Moss Sparkford Hill Lane Sparkford

21/00899/FUL Change of use from office use (Use Class E (B1) to residential (Use Class C3), 
the formation of a driveway off of existing access, landscaping between the industrial car 
park and new driveway. Erection of a double garage & formation of new boundary fencing 
between Home Farm and existing industrial buildings. Internal and external alterations 
to include fenestration alterations on the south-west elevation and re-introduction of the 
first floor which is currently a double level vaulted ceiling. Woodbine Cottage High Street 
Sparkford

21/00901/FUL Change of use from office use (Use Class E (B1) to residential (Use Class C3) 
with associated demolition of existing outbuilding, first-floor extension and single-storey 
flat roof extension, and part boundary treatments (walls and fences) to allow for the re-
arrangement of external amenity areas and manoeuvrability of vehicles and alterations to 
existing access. Home Farmhouse High Street Sparkford

21/00496/AGN Notification of intent to construct 2 no. ponds. Sparkford Hall Sparkford Road 
Sparkford

19/02373/OUT Outline application with all matters reserved except for access for the erection 
of 6 No. dwellings. Land At Long Hazel Farm High Street Sparkford

S PA R K F O R D  PA R I S H  C O U N C I L  P L A N N I N G  A P P L I C A T I O N S
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P U B L I C  N O T I C E S  -  S PA R K F O R D  PA R I S H  C O U N C I L

19/01123/FUL Erection of seven dwellings and conversion of barn to dwelling. Land Rear Of 
Sparkford Inn High Street Sparkford

19/01100/LBC Internal and external alterations to barn to convert to dwelling. Sparkford Inn 
High Street Sparkford

H O W  T O  C O M M E N T  O N  A  P L A N N I N G  A P P L I C A T I O N

Search for: www.somerset.gov.uk and scroll down to and click on ‘Planning, buildings and 
land’ then scroll down and click on ‘View and Comment on a Planning Application’.

Scroll down and click on ‘South Somerset’ and search for planning applications. Leave status 
as ‘All’ and enter reference no. ie. 22/01598/OUT.

Scroll down and click on comments and click on ‘make a comment’. Now add your name and 
address details and all starred boxes and make your comment in the box below.

Then click ‘submit’ or ‘submit and register’ if you want to be kept informed on the progress 
of this planning application.

Neighbourhood Watch – we 
are looking to re-instate 
the Neighbourhood 
Watch scheme. If 
you would like to get 
involved then please 
contact the Parish Clerk.

Speedwatch – we are 
looking for volunteers 
to get involved with 
Speedwatch in the 
Parish. If you are 
interested then please 
contact the Parish Clerk.

Dog fouling - please 
help keep our village 
clean, tidy and safe 
by clearing up after 
your dogs.

Warm Hubs – Do you have 
a few hours to spare 
each week or month? 
Would you like to help 
people who may be 
struggling with the cost 
of living crisis? Do you 
like to meet new people? 
If you answer yes to all 
these questions then 
please contact the 
Parish Clerk to learn 
more about how you 
could help with a Village 
Café/Warm Hub.

Community events – are 
you holding an event in 
Sparkford? Please send 
the details to the Parish 
Clerk so that it can be 
promoted on the parish 
website and Community 
Facebook page.

Daisy Woods – please 
note that in the interests 
of safety and to protect 
the habitat Daisy 
Woods has been closed 
temporarily to allow the 
area to recover following 
recent bad weather.

PA R I S H  C L E R K 
Lisa Davis  sparkford.clerk@gmail.com
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Properties in Sparkford in 2024 – 396 (County Council)

Female
50.1%

Male
49.9%

White
98.9%

Mixed multiple
0.8%

UK
92.5%

EU
3.8%

Africa
1.1%

18-64 years
52.6%

65+
23.8%

0-17 years
23.6%

Christian
58.3%

No religion
41.4%

Buddhist
0.3%

Census 2021

Male 49.9% 

Asian 0.3%

EU 3.8%%

Mixed multiple 
0.8%

Europe other 0.4%

Arab 0.1%

Middle East Asia 1.2%

Africa 1.1%

Other country 1.2%

18-64 years 52.6%

No religion 41%

65+ years 23.8%

Muslim 0.6%

Buddhist 0.3%

Other 0.3%

Female 51.1%

White 98.8%

UK 92.2%

0-17 years 23.6%

Christian 57.8%

Gender

Ethnic group

Country of birth

Age

Religion

729 Population

6.598 km² Area

110.5/km² Population Density

1.7% Annual Population Change 
[2011 - 2021]

Sparkford: village and civil parish in 
Somerset, United Kingdom 
Local dialing code: 0196
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LIZZIE PRICE
SHADING SOLUTIONS

LIZZIE PRICE
SHADING SOLUTIONS

Blinds, Shutters, Awnings, and so much more...

Call us on 07879 992000 or visit www.lizziepriceshadingsolutions.co.uk
Based in North Cadbury - Covering Somerset, Dorset & Wiltshire

As we head towards 
the summer 
months, why not 

get ahead of the game and 
get your solar shading 
installed so you are 
prepared to face those 
long hot summer days and 
nights. 

At Lizzie Price 
Shading Solutions, we 
offer a huge range of 
outdoor shading including 
Awnings and Verandas. 

We offer the 
traditional Victorian & 
Dutch canopy as well as 
contemporary styles of 
Awnings in manual or 
motorised, in a vast range 

of fabrics. Our range of 
Verandas with either 
glass or polycarbonate 
roof (also available tinted) 
create beautiful all-
weather spaces to enjoy 
social evenings. (Also 
suitable as Carport to 
store your car or caravan 
undercover).

We also have an 
extensive range of 
Plantation Shutters 
and Blinds available for 
internal shading and we 
specialise in Apex window 
shading.

Summer shade solutions

See our website www.lizziepriceshadingsolutions.co.uk 
for a full range or give us a call on 07879 992000 for a 
free no obligation home visit and quotation. We are 
your local Shading Specialists for inside and outside 
solutions based in North Cadbury and cover Somerset, 
Dorset & Wiltshire.
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Summer shade solutions

All aspects of Modern and 
Traditional Renovation & 

Plasterwork

Plastering•Limework •Floor Screeding    
Plumbing • Electrics • Carpentry

Groundworks • Local Stone Masonry 

Always happy to provide helpful advice 
and a free no obligation quotation.

Somerton Castle Cary Sherborne
T: 01963 240185 or M: 07974185923

E:office@modernandtraditional.co.uk 
www.modernandtraditional.co.uk

N E I L P I E R C Y
P L A S T E R I N G

Modern & Traditional

N E I L  P I E R C Y
P L A S T E R I N G

Modern & Traditional

Cam Vale Tuesday Group
Queen Camel Memorial Hall

John Burgess was our speaker at our April 
2024 Meeting.  He had been a freelance 
journalist for BBC Radio for 20 years. The 
BBC wanted recordings  of people who 
had experiences that the public would 

want to hear about, so as he had his own 
recording equipment, he got the job!

Today John is often called upon by 
individuals wanting to record their lives 

for the benefit of their children and 
grandchildren.

Our June meeting will be on  
Tuesday, 4th beginning at 10.00am. 

New members and visitors are welcome.

For further information please contact 
Marion Chapman at 01963 220741
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Knowing exactly how and where 
the food we eat and choose to 
feed to our families is grown, 

is a rare and valuable thing today. 
Off-Grid Organics is Sparkford’s very 
own new Organic market garden and 
Camilla, the ambitious young lady 
behind it, offers our community this 
very special opportunity. 

Since moving to Sparkford last 
Spring, Camilla has worked tirelessly 
to revive this plot of previous pasture 
into productive growing spaces that 
are teeming with life. 

Already supplying some local 
favourites such as the Old Parlour farm 

Off-Grid Organics 

shop and café with a weekly helping 
of fresh, seasonal goodies, this Month 
see’s the launch of her CSA Community 
Shared Agriculture veg box scheme.

Community Shared Agriculture is 
a direct exchange between your local 
farm and you. Each subscription 
essentially buying a share of the entire 
season’s harvest and this commitment 
at the start of the year offers much 
greater support to a small-scale 
grower.

As the farm’s name suggests. Off-
Grid Organics is powered entirely 
by the sun and the soil (and perhaps 
the odd coffee!) We don’t use any 
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pesticides or fertilizers. We refuse 
any plastic packaging. Always picked 
and delivered within 24 hours, direct 
from the farm to you, we keep our 
food miles extremely low, so your 
seasonal veg box can remain virtually 
carbon free!

To find out more or to join our CSA please 
visit www.offgridorgancis.co.uk Or to 
come and get your hands dirty and join 
in on our community volunteer days 
please get in touch. You will of course be 
thanked in Veg!
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MONDAY TO SATURDAY (EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS) FROM 15TH APRIL 2024
SERVICE NO 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1
Notes X X X
Yeovil Bus Station 7:30 9:30 11:30 13:30 15:30 17:30 7:30 11:30 15:30
Clarence Street, Tesco 7:33 9:33 11:33 13:33 15:33 17:33 7:33 11:33 15:33
Kingston, (for Yeovil Hospital) 7:35 9:35 11:35 13:35 15:35 17:35 7:35 11:35 15:35
Yeovil College 7:36 9:36 11:36 13:36 15:36 17:36 7:36 11:36 15:36
Mudford, Half Moon 7:43 9:43 11:43 13:43 15:43 17:43 7:43 11:43 15:43
Marston Magna 7:48 9:48 11:48 13:48 15:48 17:48 7:48 11:48 15:48
Queen Camel 7:52 9:52 11:52 13:52 15:52 17:52 7:52 11:52 15:52
Sparkford Inn 7:56 9:56 11:56 13:56 15:56 17:56 7:56 11:56 15:56
Sparkford, Church Road Turning 7:58 9:58 11:58 13:58 15:58 17:58 7:58 11:58 15:58
Chapel Cross 8:00 10:00 12:00 14:00 16:00 18:00 8:00 12:00 16:00
North Cadbury 8:03 10:03 12:03 14:03 16:03 18:03 8:03 12:03 16:03
Galhampton, The Old Pub 8:08 10:08 12:08 14:08 16:08 18:08 8:08 12:08 16:08
Castle Cary, Horse Pond 8:12c 10:12 12:12 14:12 16:12 18:12 8:12 12:12 16:12
Ansford, Churchfields 8:16 10:16 12:16 14:16 16:16 18:16 8:16 12:16 16:16
Castle Cary, OPPOSITE Railway Stn 8:19 10:19 12:19 14:19 16:19 18:19 8:19 12:19 16:19
Alhampton 8:21 10:21 12:21 14:21 16:21 18:21 8:21 12:21 16:21
Ditcheat, Bus Shelter 8:24 10:24 12:24 14:24 16:24 18:24 8:24 12:24 16:24
Southwood 8:28 10:28 12:28 14:28 16:28 18:28 8:28 12:28 16:28
Evercreech, Village Hall 8:33 10:33 12:33 14:33 16:33 18:33 8:33 12:33 16:33
Prestleigh (for Bath & West ) 8:37 10:37 12:37 14:37 16:37 18:37 8:37 12:37 16:37
Cannard's Grave 8:40 10:40 12:40 14:40 16:40 18:40 8:40 12:40 16:40
Whitstone Road 8:42 10:42 12:42 14:42 16:42 18:42 8:42 12:42 16:42
Shepton Mallet, Cenotaph 8:47 10:47 12:47 14:47 16:47 18:47 8:47 12:47 16:47
Cannard's Grave Road - 10:50 12:50 - - - - - -
Shepton Mallet, Dobbies Gdn Centre - 10:57 12:57 - - - - - -

c = CONNECTS WITH SERVICE 646 @ 08:16 TO STREET (STRODE COLLEGE)
X = THE ONLY SERVICES RUNNING ON A SATURDAY

Tel - 01963 33124 (WINCANTON) - 01935 475872 (YEOVIL) - 01305 823039 (PORTLAND)

YEOVIL - CASTLE CARY - SHEPTON 

S O U T H  W E S T  C O A C H E S
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MONDAY TO SATURDAY (EXCEPT PUBLIC HOLIDAYS)                            FROM 15TH APRIL 2024
SERVICE NO 1 1 1 1 1 667/1 1 1 1 1
Notes X X X
Shepton Mallet, Dobbies Garden Centre - - 11:20 13:20 - - - - -
Cannard's Grave Road - - 11:27 13:27 - - - - -
Shepton Mallet,  Cenotaph 7:30 9:30 11:30 13:30 15:30 17:30 9:30 13:30 17:30
Whitstone Road 7:35 9:35 11:35 13:35 15:35 17:35 9:35 13:35 17:35
Cannard's Grave 7:37 9:37 11:37 13:37 15:37 17:37 9:37 13:37 17:37
Prestleigh ( for Bath & West ) 7:39 9:39 11:39 13:39 15:39 17:39 9:39 13:39 17:39
Evercreech, Village Hall 7:42 9:42 11:42 13:42 15:42 17:42 9:42 13:42 17:42
Southwood 7:47 9:47 11:47 13:47 15:47 17:47 9:47 13:47 17:47
Ditcheat, Bus Shelter 7:51 9:51 11:51 13:51 15:51 17:51 9:51 13:51 17:51
Alhampton 7:54 9:54 11:54 13:54 15:54 17:54 9:54 13:54 17:54
Castle Cary, Rail Station 7:56 9:56 11:56 13:56 15:56 17:56 9:56 13:56 17:56
Ansford, Churchfields 7:59 9:59 11:59 13:59 15:59 17:59 9:59 13:59 17:59
Castle Cary Horsepond 8:05c 10:05 12:05 14:05 16:05 17:35c 18:05 10:05 14:05 18:05
Galhampton, The Old Pub 8:10 10:10 12:10 14:10 16:10 17:40 18:10 10:10 14:10 18:10
North Cadbury 8:15 10:15 12:15 14:15 16:15 17:45 18:15 10:15 14:15 18:15
Chapel Cross 8:18 10:18 12:18 14:18 16:18 17:48 18:18 10:18 14:18 18:18
Sparkford, Church Road Turning 8:20 10:20 12:20 14:20 16:20 17:50 18:20 10:20 14:20 18:20
Sparkford Inn 8:22 10:22 12:22 14:22 16:22 17:52 18:22 10:22 14:22 18:22
Queen Camel 8:26 10:26 12:26 14:26 16:26 17:55 18:26 10:26 14:26 18:26
Marston Magna 8:30 10:30 12:30 14:30 16:30 18:00 18:30 10:30 14:30 18:30
Mudford, Half Moon 8:35 10:35 12:35 14:35 16:35 18:05 18:35 10:35 14:35 18:35
Kingston, (for Yeovil Hospital) 8:43 10:43 12:43 14:43 16:43 18:13S 18:43S 10:43 14:43 18:43S
Yeovil Borough 8:46 10:46 12:46 14:46 16:46 18:16S 18:46S 10:46 14:46 18:46S
Yeovil Bus Station 8:48 10:48 12:48 14:48 16:48 18:18S 18:48S 10:48 14:48 18:48S
S = SET DOWN ONLY
c = CONNECTS WITH SERVICE 646 @ 08.16 TO STREET (STRODE COLLEGE) IN THE MORNING & 1 TO YEOVIL IN THE AFTERNOON. 

CONNECTION IS NOT GUARANTEED.
X = THE ONLY SERVICES RUNNING ON A SATURDAY
Tel - 01963 33124 (WINCANTON) - 01935 475872 (YEOVIL) - 01305 823039 (PORTLAND)
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It has been a challenging time for 
residents of Sparkford, Queen 
Camel and other areas across 

Somerset, with spells of heavy rainfall 
causing severe flooding this year and 
last. I saw in the local news in April 
that victims will have to wait until at 
least Christmas for Somerset Council 
Section 19 reports which may propose 
ways to prevent future flooding. It’s 
too long!

Sadly, when flooding strikes, 
dealing with the initial emergency is 
just the first of many hurdles you face 
when trying to return to normality. 
Obtaining a decent settlement from 
the insurance may be even more trying 
than the flood water, whilst dealing 
with contractors is invariably arduous.

My company represents a little-
known, but highly effective alternative 
way forward. We are a claims 

Flooding: 
After the rain cometh… a row with insurers?

                            Alex Thoemmes, Concept Claim Solutions (Bristol) 
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management firm which take on the 
administrative burden of dealing with 
both the insurers and contractors.

Because we are highly experienced 
at both, we will obtain a better 
outcome for you, whilst relieving you 
of as much stress as possible. Better 
still, we won’t cost you a penny extra.

Unsurprisingly, insurance 
companies will almost always try to 
limit their exposure – and often they 
go too far. Claimants are either too 
intimidated, or don’t know any better, 
to challenge them. We stand up for a 
fair payout on your behalf; and if you 
use our expert builders to perform the 
repairs (saving you the job of sourcing 
them yourself), the insurance payout 
will cover all our costs.

We can get involved at any point 
during a claim, so please tell me about 
your situation on 0117 463 3265 or by 
emailing bristol@concept-solutions.
co.uk – my advice is free. Ask me 
also about Build Back Better, a special 
policy feature which may unlock 
£10,000 for flood defence measures for 
your property.

“Sadly, when flooding strikes, 
dealing with the initial emergency 

is just the first of many hurdles 
you face when trying to return to 

normality.”
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Mattia Diner 
The Great American Dining 

Experience in Sparkford 
Capture the spirit of yesterday by taking a step back in time to 1950’s America with 

Freddy and Andrea Mattia in one of their authentic American Diners. Combining their 
passion for good food, classic music and the culture of rock ‘n’ roll 50’s, take a virtual 
trip across the Atlantic and escape from everyday life to enjoy one of their famous 
milkshakes or sought after homemade burgers in a nostalgic American paradise.

The perfect place to meet, eat, drink, have fun and appreciate 
all things vintage!

 A303 Yeovil, BA22 7PH   01935 851715   www.mattiadiner.co.uk
Image by marymarkevich on Freepik
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Lawn Care for an 
Unusual Spring
With the unpredictable weather, including 
massively increased rainfall and fewer 
frosts, most people’s lawns are in a bit of a 
state now that spring has finally arrived. 
But lawns are incredibly hardy – and 
with the right attention are most likely to 
bounce back.

So, what do you need to do?

1. Start by mowing your lawn, being careful 
not to cut it too short so as not to stress 
the grass.

2. Next, aerate. After the huge amount of 
rain we’ve had, a lot of lawns may be 
struggling with drainage issues. You can 
aerate with a tubular aerator, or simply 
with a garden fork.

3. If you are having issues with undesirable 
grasses, aeration will help, or you can 
verticut the lawn with either an electric 
scarifier or by hand with a pen knife or 
Hori Hori. 

4. Next, scarify your lawn (or simply giving 
it a good rake). This will remove any 
thatch and unwanted debris from the 
base of the grass and will create space for 
fertiliser and seed to get through.

5. Spread a spring feed fertiliser such as 
Sherborne Turf’s Stripy Green Fertiliser 
at a rate of 35g per m2, and Overseed at 
a rate of 25g per m2. Once applied, allow 
the rain to water in. If there is no rain, 
water in by hand.

6. You could then add a layer of top dressing 
(a mixture of sand and compost) at a 
depth of 3mm. This helps even out the 
surface and aids drainage whilst also 
giving the new seeds an element of 
protection from birds etc. 

7. Then, leave it be. You should start to see 
new growth within a few weeks, and the 
new grass will gradually establish over 
the summer and autumn.

Please contact us on 01935 850388, or 
message us online through our website or 
social media, if you would like any advice on 
your lawn – we are always happy to help.
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At 3rd Sparkford Scout Group, we believe in 
preparing young people with skills for life. We 
encourage our young people to do more, leam 

more and be more.
Each week, we provide young people the 

opportunity to enjoy fun and adventure while 
developing the skills they need to succeed, now 
and in the future. We’re talking about teamwork, 
leadership and resilience - skills that have helped 
Scouts become everything from teachers and social 
workers to astronauts and Olympians.

We believe in bringing people together. We 
celebrate diversity and stand against intolerance, 
always. We’re part of a worldwide movement, 
creating stronger communities and inspiring 
positive futures.

By 2023 we will have prepared more young people 
with skills for life, supported by amazing leaders 
delivering an inspiring programme. We will be 
growing, more inclusive, shaped by young people 
and making a bigger impact in our communities.

We are proud to say we are a values-based 
movement. Our Scout values of integrity, respect, 
care, belief an cooperation guide everything we do.

F O R  F U R T H E R  I N F O R M A T I O N

Please contact Anne Tuck on 07538 502812 
www.sparkfordscouts.org.uk

SCOUTS 
(101/2 - 14 Years) 
Tues. 7.15-9pm 
Scott Austin 
asl@sparkfordscouts.org.uk

CUBS 
(8 - 10¹/² Years) 
Mon 6.30-8pm 
Lucia Atkinson 
call@sparkfordscouts.org.uk

BEAVERS 
(6-8 Years) 
Tues. 6pm-/pm 
Anne Tuck 
bskktsparkfordscouts.org.uk

EXPLORER SCOUTS 
(14-18 Years) 
Alternative Thurs. 
Kevin Davis 
si@sparkfordscouts.org.uk
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Cam Vale Benefice
Looking to God, Looking to Care, Looking to Grow? 

We are pilgrims on a journey 
fellow travellers on the road 

Come and join us on our journey of faith.

We are a community of six Anglican churches in South Somerset. 
We take our name from the River Cam which runs through our area, 

situated six miles to the north of Yeovil and Sherborne. 
We are part of the Bruton and Cary Deanery in the Diocese of 

Bath and Wells.

You can contact us via our Benefice Administrator 
Kerry Pike (Tuesdays, Fridays 10:30am – 2pm) on 01963 441595 

or email the office at admincamvale@gmail.com.

Office address:
Cam Vale Benefice Office,

The Old School, Queen Camel BA22 7NH

B A P T I S M S  2 0 2 4
03/03/2024 - Annabel Fox at St Andrews, Corton Denham

F U N E R A L S  /  T H A N K S  G I V I N G  S E R V I C E S  2 0 2 4
16/02/2024 - Barbara Elizabeth Cotter at St Mary Magdalene, Sparkford

22/02/2024 - Mire Laurie Gordon at All Saints, West Camel

02/04/2024 - Vanla Joy Oxley at St Barnabas, Queen Camel

H A R O L D  F.  M I L E S
F U N E R A L  D I R E C T O R  FA M I LY  R U N  B U S I N E S S

All arrangements made
24-Hour service
Private Chapel of Rest
Pre-paid Funeral Plans

Winston Cottage

South Cadbury

Tel: 01963 440367
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T H E  S I X  C H U R C H E S  O F  C A M  VA L E
SERVICES FOR THE MONTH OF MAY 2024

Sunday 5 May Queen Camel  9.30 am All Age Service
 Corton Denham 10.00 am  Rogation 
 West Camel  4.00 pm Tea @ Four with 

   Methodists 

Thursday 9 May Milborne Port  7.00 pm Ascension Day Deanery   
   Service  

Sunday 12 May West Camel  9.30 am BCP Holy Communion 
 Weston Bampfylde  10.00 am Rogation 
 Sutton Montis 10.00 am Rogation  
 West Camel  6.00 pm Methodists

Sunday 19 May Queen Camel  9.30 am CW Holy Communion 
 Sparkford  9.30 am BCP Holy Communion
 West Camel  6.00 pm Methodists  

Sunday 26 May Sutton Montis 10.00 am Together @ 10
 West Camel  6.00 pm Methodists

18th Edition Qualified 
For all your electrical needs 

from an extra socket to a 
complete rewire

Call: 
Phil on 07767 863625

Email: 
philnicholls539@yahoo.co.uk

USEFUL CONTACT NUMBERS:

Anne Tuck (Beavers) 07538 502812

Victoria Rogers (Hall) 01963 440475

Caz (Playing Field)    07841 470237

Karen (Playing Field)  07506 250359

Jon King-Brain (Cricket)  0791 449 4330

Larry Piper (PC Chairman) 
(daytime)   01963 441731

Lisa Davis (PC Secretary)    01963 440068

Kerry Pike (Cam Vale Church) 
(10-2 Tuesdays & Fridays) 01963 441595
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Animal Feeds and Bedding
Timber Supplies

Tools | Hardware | Gardening 
Workwear | Logs and Gas

Local Food | Home Essentials
Open 7 days a week

Mon-Sat 7.30am – 5.30pm | Sun 10am – 4pm
01963 440464  

Fir Tree Business Park, High Road,
Galhampton, Somerset, BA22 7BH

sales@galhamptoncountrystore.co.uk

Galhampton
Shop & Country Store

Family-run, rural country store
on A359  between

Castle Cary and Sparkford

 

Galhampton ad.qxp_Layout 1  10/10/2023  12:23  Page 1

Fir Villa
Residential Care Home 

01935 850670

office@firvilla.co.uk    www.firvilla.co.uk 
Camel Street, Marston Magna, Nr Yeovil, Somerset BA228DB
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Duck Race 
Saturday 22 June

Watch out for more details...                                  
Church Road, Sparkford 

(access via foot-path near garage block)

Raffle  Cash Prizes 
BBQ  Refreshments 

Fun and games

Roast Chicken Thighs
with Red Onions and Potatoes
With thanks to Suzie Coulsey, Sparkford

We would love to publish your favourite supper recipes!  
Please email jpbristowbristow@gmail.com

You will need:
4 chicken thighs 
1 red onion 
8 new potatoes
Olive oil
Salt

Method:

Place thighs in roasting dish (with skin) 
sprinkle with salt, add sliced red onions, 
small par-boiled new potatoes. 

Toss all in olive oil and roast @ 180° for 
30 minutes until chicken and 
potatoes are browned. 

Serve with fresh local vegetables and 
gravy... SO easy but delicious!!

E A S Y  S U P P E R  R E C I P E

All proceeds 
to the Sparkford Playing Field Committee
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F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M A T I O N

Please visit: 
national highways.co.uk/our-roads/south-west/abus-sparklord-to-ilchester

A303 Sparkford 
to Ilchester 

dualling scheme
Project Newsletter 

April 2024

As we move into the final 
stages of the scheme, we 
will use this newsletter to 

keep you up to date with news 
from the project team, imporant 
dates, milestones, and updates 
about what we’re doing in the 
local community.
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Family run since 2010

Event Catering for all occasions.

Funeral Wakes, Anniversaries, 
Weddings, Drinks Parties

contact@dorsetdelightscatering.co.uk

07783 928532

www.dorsetdelightscatering.co.uk

QUEEN CAMEL BOWLS CLUB

Playing Field, Englands Lane, 
Queen Camel, BA22 7NN

Lawn Bowls is a competitive game 
that is also fun to play League and 

Friendly games plus Internal Competitions

Come along and join us on

Tuesday Club Nights - 5:30pm

Free Coaching is available

 Village Sports Club Open Day 
4th May - 10 am until 4pm,and 
A Marie Curie Big Tea Party and

Bowls Weekend on 26th May 
from 2pm until 4pm

 We also hold Social Events and have a 
Licenced Bar

For further information please email Sally 

queencamelbowlsclub@gmail.com

MAKE THIS SPACE WORK FOR YOU!

We can offer locally-targeted 
advertising at very reasonable rates. 
We distribute 500 copies throughout 

Sparkford every two months and 
rates are as follows:

A5 full colour throughout

Full Page £65 (148 x 210mm)

Half Page £45 (130 x 92mm)

 Quarter Page £24  (92 x 62mm)

Classified (1/8) £8 per issue

 (10% discount available for series 
bookings for display advertisements)

For further details, please contact:

Jackie Bristow: 01963 361753 
jpbristowbristow@gmail.com

5.30PM -
7.30PM

QUEEN CAMEL MEMORIAL HALL BA22 7LJ

STARTING

11 MARCH

FOOD
PROVIDED

BE A PART
OF IT

for 12 weeks
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Car Boot Sales
Car Boot Sales are back at 
Haynes Motor Museum, kicking 
Off this May until October! 
Join us on the first Saturday of  Every 
month for some of the largest Car 
Boot Sales in the Southwwest. Sellers 
bring along your treasures in need 
of a new home and buyers come and 
browse the diverse collections of 
items on display!

Autojumble
Join us at the Museum for our 
annual Autojumble on Saturday 
15th June.

With space for over 200 stands, 
there promises to be a great range of 
automotive treasures.

The Autojumble will feature 
everything from car and motorcycle 
spares, unusual vintage and classic 
parts to objects of interest, manuals, 
magazines and clothing.

Don’t miss out on the opportunity 
to add to your collection. Book your 
ticket today!

S P E C I A L  R E S I D E N T  O F F E R

Combine a visit to one of these events with a trip to the Museum. We offer all 
local residents a 15% discount on Museum entry. Book your tickets online using 
the code LOCAL15 to get your discount.

All tickets are Annual passes which means you can visit the Museum as many 
times as you want during the year. Entry to the Car Boot Sales and Autojumble 
are an additional charge.
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                   Free House 
 
          High Road, Galhampton 
                  01963 440751 
  www.orchardinngalhampton.co.uk 

Miah’s Castle
Woodcock Street, Castle Cary,  
Somerset BA7 7BL
Indian Restaurant & Takeaway

Miah’s Castle is a family concern and 
has been in Castle Cary for over 30 
years. We provide a range of authentic 
& imaginative fusion dishes which are 
cooked to the highest standards using 
the best quality & freshest ingredients. 
We do not use any artificial colouring 
and try to minimize additives.

01963 350425 – 01963 351888 
www.miahs-castlecary.co.uk

FULL AND PART TIME STAFF 
REQUIRED IN MIAH’S RESTAURANT

For further information, please 
call 07484 775616
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Zebra in Sparkford !

This photo was taken by Rita Hazel from 
Sparkford in October 2021. The zebra was in 
a field under the railway bridge on the way 
to South Barrow!

Has anyone else seen this amazing 
animal recently? 

If so, do you have any information 
about it? Please email: Jackie 
jpbristowbristow@gmail.com

Race Horses 
Arrive at The 
Sparkford Inn
A Race Night was held in the 
Sparkford Inn’s function room 
in  October 2023. Annie Price 
of Ridgeview Riding, Queen 
Camel, very kindly brought 
along two of her magnificent 
race horses to begin the event 
which was presented by Funtasia 
Entertainment, Yeovil.  Ridgeview 
Riding offer fun  sessions, 
hacking, picnic rides and home 
education sessions.  

Thank you so much Annie!



30   T H E  Spark T  M A G A Z I N E   May/June 2024

Serving the surrounding 
towns and villages of 
Wincanton. It’s available 
to people of all ages 
who, for one reason or 
another are unable to 
access service buses. 
Available for picking you 
up and dropping you off 
at your door.

You pay a lifetime 
membership fee of 
£10 followed by zone 
related fares when 
traveling on the bus. 

To book please 
ring: 01963 33864  

Bus 
passes will 

give you 
50% 

reduction 
in fare

RECYCLING 
in Sparkford  
2024

Not all recycling is the same in 
Sparkford, so in order to find out what 
days you will need to put your bins 
out, go to www.somerset.gov.uk/
bins-recycling-and-waste/check-my-
collection-days/. 

Scroll down to ‘Download Your Service 
Guide’ tab and scroll to ‘Search for your 
property using your postcode’ then 
type in your postcode.



May/June 2024  T H E  Spark T  M A G A Z I N E   31   

Sparkford Cricket 
Club

At Sparkford Cricket Club we look 
forward to the 2024 season.  We 
are a long-established Club, 

founded in 1891. We are very much a 
family-friendly Club with a thriving 
Junior section with boys and girls of 
all abilities with u10s and u14s teams 
playing Mid-Wessex League cricket. 
Junior Training is on Wednesday 
evenings from 5.30pm – 7pm and u10s 
play matches on Sunday mornings 
and u14s play matches on Thursday 
evenings. 

We have more Juniors than we can field 
teams and as a volunteer-run Club 
are always looking for help especially 
with coaching, running teams or just 
lending a hand. If anybody would like 
to become a Coach, the Club would fund 
them on the relevant ECB course to 
become qualified. Junior cricket has been 
enormously successful at Sparkford and 

we are thrilled that one of our lads,  
Alfie Ogbourne is now playing 
professional cricket for Somerset  
County Cricket Club! 

We have one of the most picturesque 
grounds in Somerset, superbly 
maintained by our Head Groundsman, 
Will Reeves. This Summer, we are 
hosting Yeovil CC to play some of their 
Senior Saturday League cricket home 
games at Sparkford. 

Over the last few years we have 
successfully fund raised and this season 
will instal two lanes of artificial nets 
which will enhance our practice facilities 
for training whatever the weather!

Our Ground is available for hire for 
cricket, rounders etc. For any enquiries, 
please contact me.

Jon King Brain  
Chairman Sparkford Cricket Club 
jonkingbrain@gmail.com 
07914494330
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at The White Post, Rimpton

The White Post is an Award Winning Gastro Restaurant owned by Brett, 
a very talented chef, who is passionate about sourcing local produce. 

The views are amazing and the County line runs through the middle of the bar!
Have drinks poured in Somerset and then drink them in Dorset!!

Just complete this Sudoku Puzzle and email your answers to jpbristowbristow@gmail.com 
by Friday, 7th June 2024, together with your name, address and telephone number.  

The winner will be announced in the July/August edition of The Spark  Magazine

Good Luck!!

Win a Fabulous Dinner for 2
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C L A S S I F I E D S

Chimney Sweep and Vacuum

Clean and friendly service covering 
all local and surrounding areas

For more details call Daren on 
01935 850913

BW Painting Solutions
Homes & Businesses
Interior & Exterior

Benjamin Woof 
Painting & Decorator

e:bwpaintingsolutions@gmail.com
p: 07766 543730

Helping Hands
Sole trader with 25 years care experience.

Services offered:
Personal care: Meal preparation and 

House-keeping duties: Appointments & 
shopping trips: Companionship & social 

activities: Respite day and night: Sleep-ins 
& sit-ins. End of life care: Return from 

hospital visits: Gardening.
e: lisawhitemore@hotmail.co.uk 

p: 07734 055309

RAINBOW SMILE CARE
I am a self-employed carer 
based in Sparkford, with 25 years 
experience in all aspects of care.

If you need any help with organising 
your home, a home cooked meal or 
just a chat over a cup of tea, please 
get in touch. I am here to help you 
maintain vour Independence at home
Some of the things I cover but not 
limited to are: personal care, social 
activities, respites. night sits, home 
from hostpial care. 

I hold a DBS, Insurance, NVQ Health 
and Social Care, Dementia care and a 
clinical certiticate.

e: rainbowsmilecare@yahoo.com 
p: 07944879437

Tiers of joy by Claire Cave
Bespoke bakes for all occasions
Great homemade cakes baked to 
order for you to enjoy!
Contact: Claire
tiersofjoybyclairecave@yahoo.com
Queen Camel, Somerset
077913 87092

To Advertise in T H E  Spark

Please contact: Jackie Bristow:  
01963 361753 
jpbristowbristow@gmail.com

Deadline 14th June for the  
June/July issue

Gerry’s Window Cleaning  
Services
If you are interested in our 
professional reach and wash service, 
please call us today on: 074601 16468 
or email: whitegerry7@gmail.com

We also clean fascias, clean gutters 
and provide property maintenance
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Motorcycle Repair & 
MOT Centre

For a friendly and 
reliable service

Steart Road Garage, 
West Camel, Somerset 
BA22 7RE

Queen Camel Tennis Club
www.clubspark.lta.org.uk/QueenCamelTennis Club

A friendly and sociable two-court Club with floodlights 
on the edge of the Playing Field in Queen Camel.  We 

enjoy competitive & social play and have a great 
coaching programme including Saturday mornings for 

children from 5 upwards and for adults during the week  
*Open Day on Saturday 4th May 

with refreshments all day

Queen Camel Tennis Club
The Playing Fields, Green Lane,
Queen Camel BA22 7NW    





Crafting innovative, thoughtfully 
designed homes with generous 
living spaces across Wiltshire, 
Bath, Somerset & Gloucestershire.

Visit our website for more details.

01225 791155               ashford-homes.co.uk

Aubreys Yard, Poulshot, Devizes


