
Welcome to Get SuSSed, the newsletter where we keep you in the know
on all things linked to our Environment Strategy.

Hello from Josh and Cara
Our Environment Officers

We thought you might like to hear from our
environment officers this month. Cara Naden
works on the Built Environment and Josh
Bennett works on the Living Environment.
 
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic they have
continued vital work to address the ongoing climate
and ecological emergency, including some great
opportunities to incorporate green programmes into
our recovery response.

 
There are a number of examples where the environment has been given the
chance to thrive. Lockdowns meant a reduction in car use and travel, less
disturbance to wildlife and biodiversity, more focus on the food we eat and
where it comes from and more people accessing natural spaces and engaging
with nature than ever before.
 
“We have been very busy since starting at SSDC a year ago, working on
delivering the SSDC Environment Strategy helping to get to carbon
neutrality by 2030 and supporting the recovery of biodiversity. From
supporting the transition to electric transport and decarbonising council
buildings to planting thousands of trees across South Somerset,
connecting habitats and setting up the community Environment
Champions network, we have enjoyed being involved in creating
positive solutions to the climate and ecological emergency, and look
forward to achieving more with your help and support ”
 
Best eco wishes Josh and Cara x

SSDC Green News

How South Somerset
District Council is taking
action in a five-point action
plan including environment



 
Helping our communities recover from the impact of COVID-19,
delivering town centre regeneration, addressing child poverty and a
commitment to being a sustainable South Somerset are SSDC's key
priorities for the coming year.
 
The council’s annual plan for 2021/22 has been agreed by our
councillors and sets out where and how we will be taking action to
improve the lives of everyone in our district.
 
The Action Plan sets out five clear priorities for the coming year and
point five states that we accelerate action to adapt to and mitigate the
effects of climate change and extreme weather

Crewkerne & Chard
E-Scooter Trial Is Live!
 
 As part of the official Department
for Transport’s (DfT) authorised e-
scooter trials, SSDC in partnership
with micro-mobility operator
Zwings, has launched fleets of
rental electric scooters in Chard
and Crewkerne. This second phase
of the trials follows the success of

the e-scooter hire service launched in Yeovil last October. As of 26
March Zwings e-scooters will be available for hire via the Zwings app
from 10 designated e-scooter parking bays in Chard and 11 in
Crewkerne.
 
 Read the full story here

Electric Vehicle Share Scheme
Survey
 
There is still time to have your say on a
potential Electric Vehicle sharing scheme.
 
Please do take a couple of minutes to complete the
survey here with Co-Cars before 30 April. Your
input is really valuable to evaluate the viability of such a scheme based
on interest. 
 
We've already had a great response, so thank you to everyone who has
already completed the questionnaire. We've also had interest from local
press and radio. Our Portfolio Holder for Environment Councillor Sarah
Dyke gave an interview with BBC radio Somerset to talk more about
it. You can listen here, just fast forward to 0710am.

5570 Trees Planted Across
South Somerset
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Thanks to everyone involved with the
numerous SSDC Tree Planting initiatives
happening across South Somerset. So far
5570 trees are in the ground!
 
This is very much a collective achievement
from you in the communities and our
countryside and street scene teams.
 
Pictured: Cllr Sarah Dyke helping out at in Martock

We delivered 3000 trees, stakes, and guards out to you through the Great
Parish Tree Giveaway, which saw trees planted and distributed across
the whole district.
 
Thanks to the Urban Tree Challenge we managed to fund the planting of
900 feather-sized trees in Chard and Martock to help reduce the impacts
of future flooding and develop more connected canopy cover within an
urban setting.
 
Our Countryside team have been doing an excellent job, and this season
have planted 670 trees of which 570 were planted at Wyndham Hill in
Yeovil, our own Portfolio Holder for environment Sarah Dyke got stuck in
to help too.
 
And last, but not least, we were able to rescue 1000 young oaks from
being destroyed early in 2020. These have been cared for and brought on
by the team at our Lufton Nursery, and planted by our Street Scene team
in a number of strategic points across our district.
 
We look forward to seeing any pictures you may have from planting the
Great Parish Tree giveaway trees, and any other good news stories
around trees. 
 Send them to us at ssdcenvironment@southsomersetgov.uk

mailto:ssdcenvironment@southsomersetgov.uk


Planting trees across South Somerset. Clockwise: Phil Paulton and Cllr Jason
Baker, Cllr Martin Carnell, one of our Great Parish Tree Giveaway recipients at
Henstridge and tree planting at Chard Reservoir.

Pit Wood Near
Ham Hill
Tree Planting
For Local
School Children
 

Recently, the team at Ham Hill hosted a virtual tree plant with Norton-Sub-
Hamdon Primary School because at the time the school children were unable
to be involved due to lock down restrictions. So the team did the digging for
them and tied a yellow ribbon around each tree with a child's name on it so
they can visit their tree as soon as allowed, and enjoy watching it grow as they
grow up too.

Yeovil Rivers Community Trust
Doing Sterling Work at
Dodham Brook Yeovil Country
Park
 
Photo credits: Yeovil Community Rivers Trust

 If you've been down to Yeovil Country Park
recently you may have spotted the progress
made on the enhancement work, along Dodham
Brook, between the footbridge and weir that's
been carried out by volunteers from the Yeovil
Community Rivers Trust.
 
Three bench structures (like islands in the brook)
have now been installed to help promote the
restoration of the natural river processes and
provide a diversified habitat for the animals living
along Dodham Brook. This includes the colony of
endangered water voles who live within Yeovil
Country Park, kingfishers, fish, and an array of other
wildlife.
 
Secured by timber posts and coir matting, they are packed with brushwood bundles
(made from spare branch material around Yeovil Country Park) inside the frames.
This creates a fantastic underwater habitat for fish and invertebrates. Silt is also
added on top, providing a great space for planting native wild aquatic plants this
spring.
 
A big thank you to Yeovil Rivers Community Trust and everyone who has
been involved in this stage of the project. You can find out more about the
great work YRCT do here

South Somerset Parish Environment Champions
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Parish Environment Champion Event
 Don't miss the chance to be part of the change that is Recycle More

21 APRIL 2021 7pm
 
Somerset Waste
Partnership - Recycle
More Workshop
 
CALLING ALL PARISH ENVIRONMENT
CHAMPIONS!
 
Be a Recycle More ambassador for
your community.
 
 

The new way of recycling is coming to South Somerset this summer, so
make sure you're in the know.
 
 We will be welcoming Micky Green from Somerset Waste Partnership
who will explain how Recycle More works and answer questions. If you
haven't signed up yet, look out for an invitation reminder from us in your
inbox early next week, along with a link to sign up to the regular
newsletter from SWP. We look forward to seeing you there.

Spring Resource Pack
 
We recently sent our Parish
Environment Champions a Spring
Resource Pack full of environmental
topics to think about at this time of
the year.
 
We thought our readers might like to

read it too, so here it is for your perusal. There is so much we can do to
help wildlife at this time of year.

Waste and Litter

CPRE Need You!
 
Join up to be a
Two Minute
Litter Picker
Volunteer
 

Kind and decent people hate litter and are left frustrated on a daily
basis to see how some people treat nature, wildlife and the beautiful
outdoor spaces and there are many people who want to, or are
already, doing something about it.
 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001K2BxyR_eXLPg7twmHwACDfUBD60hE6I7XxzG1FZuFnfefvMppYl-hPYMrOykOuuMqhAp2M2b80EtKeX_rafKBdMBDuqWQmNToIjlN62sim9yViLBqKoffz2shjTKvQ-Xc5jsfjYllhWi47sq6haL3w==&c=lKCYGk0QXL0ue9BOJEOrbOd_fuFBEn4s5Y53oY1fV2NeSNQG4YAUkg==&ch=BPXMWqcAacIxQuu3yTYbtnJxnfJOxTXdsQY14QKqDID5S3JqmdEl1Q==


CPRE, the countryside charity, formerly known as the Campaign to Protect
Rural England, have launched a new Somerset #2minute Litterpick
Project and invite you to become a part of it. Funded by a grant from national
CPRE, they are recruiting a small army of 100 #2minute Litterpicking
Volunteers who will carry out regular clean ups of their local patch. They can kit
you out with your very own litterpicker, hi vis vest, CPRE bag and gloves – you
just need to commit to doing a regular litterpick locally and to keep in touch
with them.
 
They have a dedicated Facebook Group especially for volunteers and are
encouraging all #2minute LItterpickers to sign the Somerset
Waste Pledge Against Preventable Plastic. They also plan to run an event
for our volunteers in 2021 to share ideas and experiences.
So – If you live in Somerset and can spare 2 minutes regularly to help
reduce litter and pollution in your countryside, CPRE would love to hear
from you.
 
Additionally, there will soon be #2minute litterpick stations at key visitor
locations so everyone can join in and do their bit to keep Somerset beautiful
and clean.
 
Ham Hill will have a litter pick station funded by The Culture Recovery
Fund for Heritage and SSDC have applied for stations at Yeovil Country
Park and Chard Reservoir, working in partnership with CPRE.
 
Find out more about joining the #2minutelitterpick volunteers or any of
the other great initiatives lead by the CPRE here.

Consultation On The
Waste Prevention
Programme
 
 

Defra are consulting on a new Waste Prevention Programme for
England: Towards a Resource Efficient Economy that sets out priorities
for action to manage our resources and waste in accordance with the
waste hierarchy - which means preventing waste by amongst other
things increasing reuse, repair and remanufacture of products. 
The Programme outlines the potential for, and benefits of, action on
waste prevention, what industry is already doing and could do, as well
as setting out actions for government. 
Take part and have your say here

Green Business

Eco Friendly businesses, community
groups and organisations can apply to
be listed in the new SSDC Great Green
Directory, a one-stop-shop where South
Somerset residents can find local
trusted sustainable, and
environmentally friendly businesses,
community groups and organisations,
to help them make eco and ethical
choices when choosing products and
services. The directory will be
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showcased on our new environment
website which is coming soon!
 
 If you are a business or community
group know one who has fantastic eco
credentials then we would love to hear
from you. It's free to list, just fill out the
questionnaire here.

Grants and Funding

The Climate Action Fund
Round 2 

Deadline 8th April
 
 

The Natural Lottery Fund is inviting community-led partnerships in the UK
to apply for development grants up to £150,000 and larger grants up to
£1.5 million to take forward more developed proposals from UK
community-led partnerships that will have a significant positive impact
on climate change.
 
Who can apply: community-led partnerships in the UK with a broad
cross-section of partners, including registered charities, voluntary and
community organisations, Community Interest Companies (CICs),
Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIOs), Community Benefit
Societies (CBS), Cooperative Societies, schools and not-for-profit
companies limited by guarantee.
 
The National Lottery Community Fund’s Climate Action Fund is a
predominantly revenue-based, £100 million grant scheme available
across the UK, which is designed to enable local communities to take
action to address climate change. Round 2 is now open to applications
with a budget for between £8,000,000 and £10,000,000 for medium to
large-scale community-led projects that will address waste and
consumption. Up to 15 grants are expected to be awarded in this
round. Don't miss out! Apply by 8th April. Find out more here

Sustainable Farming and Production

Sustainable
Farming Incentive:
Defra’s Plans For
Pilot Scheme
 

Next year, all those who currently receive payments under the Basic
Payments Scheme will be able to apply for the Sustainable Farming
Incentive.
 
The scheme will help farmers access the money and the advice they need to
be effective and ambitious – to encourage environmental land
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management– so we are building on our work in Tests and Trials.
The Sustainable Farming Incentive will allow farmers to take a fresh look at the
land they farm, the natural assets that they have and decide what will work
best for their own individual holding. Find out more here

Green Initiatives We Love
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