Welcome to our July issue of Get SuSSed, with all the latest eco news
from SSDC and across the district, plus learning resources, funding
opportunities and recommended reads, competitions and more!

Hello from Councillor Sarah Dyke
our Portfolio Holder for
Environment
Hello everyone,
I'm very happy to be able to share some great
news about our switch to a new renewable
energy tariff, a wonderful community grant
scheme we've supported at Ferne Animal Sanctuary, plus the exciting
launch of our new Environment website! And much more!
I also want to give a huge warm welcome to our new member of the
team Laurence Copleston who has joined us as an Environment and
Climate Change Case Officer. We're very excited to have him on board
and we can already see what a great asset to the team he will be.
Wishing you all a wonderful summer!
Best Eco Wishes
Sarah x

SSDC Green News
New SSDC Environment Team Member
Welcome our new team member Laurence
Copleston who has recently joined as an Environment
and Climate Change Case Officer.
Laurence has worked in the environment sector for
over 10 years, having completed a Master’s degree
in Environmental Management. Since then, he's been
working as an Environmental Consultant, specialising
in Environmental Impact Assessment and Planning, and working on a
range of renewable energy and transportation projects in the South
West.
L aurence told us "I have a keen interest in the environment and am
passionate about finding ways to help reduce our carbon footprint and
protect biodiversity. As SSDC’s Environment and Climate Change
Officer I’m here to help deliver the environment strategy and support
the council and community get to carbon neutrality by 2030."

South Somerset District Council switch to green
energy
We are delighted to now be able to confirm we have switched our
energy supply to a 100% REGO renewable energy tariff for all our
electricity across the SSDC estate.
REGO (Renewable Energy Guarantees of Origin) is a scheme that
provides transparency to consumers about the proportion of electricity
that suppliers source from renewable generation.

Have you thought
about switching to
renewable energy?
Switching to green energy is one
of the easiest and most
impactful things we can do to
reduce our carbon footprint.

If you're thinking about it but not
sure where to start, check out
the Big Clean Switch’s free
energy comparison service,
where you can compare deals
from the UK’s best green energy
suppliers at bigcleanswitch.org

Why litter bins are not
always the answer
Ham Hill Country Park is a much-loved
beauty spot in South Somerset and as a
District Council, we want to preserve and
keep it clean and tidy for everyone.
After a spate of anti-social littering at the site in the summers of 2017 and
2018, we were forced to rethink how to address an ever-increasing litter
problem at the heritage site.
The Countryside Rangers were spending a huge amount of time
managing litter, leaving less time to use their wide range of skills and
knowledge to maintain the ecological environment and preserve the
heritage of the country park.
On 13th July 2019 we made the decision to remove all litter bins from
the site and encourage visitors to take their rubbish home and recycle
what they can. Two years on, Countryside Ranger Paul McNeil gives us
an update, "The decision to remove the bins at Ham Hill was the right
one.
Overall, we've seen a 81% reduction in litter compared to 2018, and
we’ve given people the opportunity to contribute to the wellbeing of
this much loved site and its wildlife. It’s a win-win situation, as we now
save about six hours a week not spent clearing out bins, which is nearly
six weeks of someone’s time annually, extra valuable time where the
team can manage the site for our visitors and wildlife. This year, we only
expect to see around 1.5 tonnes of litter at the site, which is still too
much, and sadly this goes to landfill.

SSDC Community Grant helps
reintroduce water voles at Ferne
Animal Sanctuary
SSDC has awarded Ferne Animal Sanctuary a
community grant of £950 as part of a £2,950
project to reintroduce water voles to the
sanctuary.
Water voles are endangered in the United Kingdom and urgent action
is needed to ensure the long term survival of this iconic and charismatic
species. They’re under serious threat from habitat loss and predation by
the American mink. Found along our waterways, they are similar-looking
to the brown rat, but with a blunt nose, small ears and furry tail. Watch
the video below to learn more.
For details of SSDC's Community Grant Scheme click here

Join in the bat walks at our
Country Parks this summer
Last month we told you about a recent bat
survey at Ham Hill that delighted the rangers,
not only with the evidence of healthy colonies
but also finding a new species recordings for
the site, the Whiskered bat.
Our Countryside teams have organised some bat walks over the
coming weeks where you can go along and learn how to identify them.
11th August at Ham Hill-for families and children aged 10 and
under
18th August at Chard Reservoir- for families and children aged 10
and under
1st September at Yeovil Country Park- for families and children
aged 10 and under
For more details visit www.visitsouthsomerset.com/explore and look
under the location for each walk (Ham Hill, Yeovil Country Park, or
Chard Reservoir.) You'll also find lots of other great ways to get out and
explore nature as well as a range of volunteering opportunities!

Would you know a
pipistrelle from a long
eared bat?
T here are 18 species of bats in the
UK. Check out the UK Bats
website to find fact sheets and
listen to their sounds. You can do
some homework before you go
on the bat walk!

New South Somerset Environment Website
It's here! Check out the new South Somerset
Environment website
atwww.southsomersetenvironment.co.uk
This is a space where you can find out about
what SSDC is doing to deliver our environment
strategy and reach net zero carbon by 2030.
You can post your views, ideas and knowledge on the Forum, find out
what's happening in our communities, and Parish Environment
champions have their own space too. We're also listing a growing
number of eco-friendly businesses, organisations and groups in our

Great Green Directory. Pop in and have a look around
atwww.southsomersetenvironment.co.uk

Are you an eco-friendly
business,organisation or
group?
Get listed in the SSDC
Great Green Directory
The SSDC Great Green Directory is a
one-stop shop where South Somerset
residents can go to find local, trusted,
sustainable and environmentally
friendly businesses, organisations and
community groups to help make eco and ethical choices when
choosing products and services. The directory can be found on our new
South Somerset Website.
We want to grow this list, so if you are a local eco-business, organisation,
or community group who would like to be featured, we would love you
to be involved. All listings are subject to eco credentials and are listed at
the discretion of South Somerset District Council.
You can apply here via our updated form on Citizen Space.

Waste and Recycling
 omerset Waste Partnership Recycling Tracker S
Tonnes to be proud of!
Over 97% of Somerset’s
recycling stayed in the
UK last year, a new
Somerset Waste
Partnership report has
revealed.
The Somerset Recycling
Tracker shows exactly
what happened to the
137,146 tonnes of
recycling collected
kerbside and at
recycling sites in 202021, and are highlighted
in a helpful infographic
that you can find on
the SWP website here. It's also centre spread in the latest edition of Your
Somerset.
A stunning 97.8% stayed in the UK for reprocessing (up from an already
impressive 90% the previous year) and more than half stayed in
Somerset.
The launch of Recycle More in Mendip and now South Somerset means
SWP are collecting more plastic than ever and a remarkable 99.4% of
this was recycled here in the UK, being turned into, amongst other
things, food containers, fleeces and pipes. So make sure you chose
products also made from recycled materials.
Thank you for recycling.

Soft Plastic Recycling now in
South Somerset Supermarkets!
 K supermarkets currently generate 900,000
U
tonnes of plastic packaging every year.
 reenpeace have organised a petition to encourage industry-wide
G
action on this issue, which we would encourage you to sign here.
With the new Recycle More scheme now here in South Somerset, clear
plastic trays, bottles and Tetra packs can be recycled in your home
recycling boxes; however ‘soft’ plastics such as bread bags, food
pouches, salad bags and biscuit/ crisp wrappers are harder to recycle.
A number of supermarket chains in South Somerset have now started
providing recycling facilities for these types of plastics,

including Tesco,Sainsbury’s and Co-op sites. Please ask for details when
you next visit.

New Right to repair legislation
The UK has a new “right to repair” law, which
will help to ensure more of our electrical
goods can be fixed rather than thrown away!
So many products have “planned
obsolescence”, which involves goods
becoming unusable after a certain length of
time with no method of repair, which is bad
for both the environment and consumers.
Global e-waste rose 21% between 2014 and 2019, with the UK currently
throwing away300,000 tonnes of electrical waste from households and
businesses each year.
The new law ensures manufacturers make spare parts, with the aim to
extend the life cycle of devices and appliances by up to ten years.
One company already striving to provide greener and more ethical
electronics is FairPhone, who produce modular and repairable mobile
phones using recycled materials. They were recently awarded a perfect
‘10 out of 10’ for repairable design by the iFixIt community!
More articles about this can be found here and here.

COP26, Glasgow –
November 2021
In the lead up to
November’s UN Climate
Change Conference, COP26,
Glasgow has announced it is
the first UK city to sign the
Circular Cities Declaration. This
is a commitment to supporting
the cities’ businesses helping them to adopt sustainable business
practices, and encouraging them to reuse and repair goods previously
destined for landfill.
Here in South Somerset there is a significant scale of opportunity from
the circular economy. The scope for the greatest potential has been
identified in the food and drink and agricultural production
sectors. Research by WRAP has estimated that agricultural food waste
in the UK is worth approximately £1.2 billion per annum or 7% of annual
agricultural output. Equating this to South Somerset suggests that on this
factor alone there could be a market saving of £14 million per annum.
SSDC held an online seminar in October 2020 to local businesses to raise
awareness of the circular economy research and initiatives that
promote environmental sustainability alongside business growth. Please
see a recording of our Circular Economy Seminar

